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in Achaia, where the death of Guillaume de Villehardouin
(1278) had greatly weakened the Prankish principality.
Charles of Anjou, kept very busy at this moment by his
difficulties with Genoa, and secretly thwarted by the policy of
the Papacy, looked on impotently at the triumphs of Byzan-
tium.
Unfortunately the Greeks' inveterate hostility towards
Rome defeated the Emperor's ingenious schemes. It was in
vain that Michael VIII, in order to force the acceptance of
the Union upon the Byzantine clergy, replaced the uncom-
promising Patriarch Joseph by John Bekkos (1275), a
prudent man who was of the opinion that one could attain
truth without first insulting one's opponents, and who con-
sidered that many of the points under discussion between
Byzantium and Rome were only 'the sound of poor words'.
A violent opposition spread throughout the East, At
Constantinople and in the monasteries of Mount Athos
impassioned pamphlets were published against the union
with the Latins. Outside the Empire all the adversaries of
Michael VIII pronounced against his religious policy. A
council held in Thessaly condemned the Emperor and his
Patriarch; in Epirus, in Bulgaria, in Serbia, and even in
distant Jerusalem the censure was decisive and unanimous.
A veritable schism was produced within the Eastern Church,
and John Bekkos, defeated, was compelled finally, at the
death of Michael, to abandon the patriarchal see. The
demands of Pope Martin IV, who was strongly attached to
Charles of Anjou, still further aggravated the situation.
Michael VIII had hoped to mitigate the antagonism between
the two worlds; he had only made it more acute and more
formidable.
Moreover Charles of Anjou did not disarm. He reor-
ganized the forces with which he dominated Epirus (1278),
won over the Papacy to his views, and formed, 'for the
recovery of the Empire of Romania which Palaeologus was
withholding from them', a league with Rome and Venice
which was joined by the Serbians, the Bulgarians, and even
by the Greeks of Thessaly and Epirus. The Byzantine
Emperor everywhere opposed this alliance with determina-
tion. He defeated the Angevin army at Berat; and above